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e with every aspect of planning
a wadding, traditional guidslines axist for
wiording, paper and angraving ol wedding
invitations and announcemeants. Many
couples, however, come up with Informal
and sreative varlations.

A vary formal wedding still commisnds
the: use of very proper wording engraved
on thick, creamy paper. A less formal
celebralion might call for pastal ink on
parchimant,

THE GUEST LIST

Ay youtve dedded on & budget
and e purmber of guests to invite, ask
your flanc® and his family to make up
their list. Lat therm know howw many you
hope they'll invike, Mormally, each Family
invitexs ball the gueests, Anather option: di-
vide b guest st Into three ssctions. The
groam's tamily, the bride’s family and {he
bridal coupde each imvite a third, As 3 rule
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of thumis, expect about three-fourihs of
thoae invited to attend.

Inwitations showdd be sent o your
wizdding officend and spouse, your fi-
ancd's immeadiala family, and membxsers
af your wadding party and their parents,
You are not obligeted to invite compan-
ions for single friands on your list.

Il wou do wish lo invite the friand
or fiancd of & single guest, ask for that
person's name and address end send
a separate invitation. IF the couple ves
togathar, mail a joint invilalion, as you
would Tor & married couples,

While drawing up yeur Imvitation list,
put together wour announcement lisl,
if you &re planning fo serd announce-
mente. This list should include acquein-
tances not inviled lo the wedding with
wham you wish b share the good news.
Medher an invitation nor announcemeand
requires a gift — feal free o send ham
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Ly evveryona, Order abaut 50 auxia
lopes b allow for Ed-drﬁ'ﬁm misig

PAPER AND PRINTING !

While: handhwrittan invitations ara an.
propnate for a small ceremony
guasts or less — for a larger wad
you'll want printed invilations. A o
farmal invilation is penled or ang
o the lop page of a foldad eheat
ar off-white paper, & small Inner
lope, ungummed and unseaked,
as tha imditation or announeema
is placed inside a larger envelops
iz addressed and stamped,

Add a personal louch b your i
tiona uwsing translucent or shimy
cobored ink or & speclal border. I
sedect colored ink, use the same ahe
b address e envelopes. Seles
one with beautiul handwribng,
a professional calligrapher, to
anvelopes or writa invibations,

Cirdar invitations and anneuncas
al least three monthe befane 1he
ding to allow tme for printing, addr
and mailing. Engraving rmay Lake I
Have the envelopes deliverad eary fi

Adult members of @ family should
recelve separabe invitations, whether or
piod thay live with thair parents. Send one
|ink inwitaton to twe brothers or o sis-
bars living at the same addross,

Inviations should be mresled Tour 0 Six
weaks before the ceremany. Twe monthe
Iz courleous il you plan to mamy during
fhe holidays.

Al people lime 0 consider yaur
Imvitation and word their reples, Depend-
ing upon the formality of your invilation,
fhay1l respond with formal written accap-

addressing ahead of time. fances of regrets, informal notes, phone
- calls or response cards.
ADDRESSING If you hevan't hed a responsse from a

Compose a masher It on R
cards; make sure all narmea and lilke
spalled correcily, Address all |
by harwd, i blue or black ink;
A compuUler. -

The only abbreviations used ar |
Mrs., Ms. and Jr. Moot elected officia
are addmssed as The Honorat
ciargy as The Reverand Father, P8
Rabbi; and high-ranking mililary p
nel as Commander, Colone, aba. A
woman, even a child, is addre
Miaz or Ms. Young boys are ad
as Mastar, Try to avoid nicknames R
tials. Spell out sireels, ciins and SL83Es
full, and dont forget zip codes. :

if several membars of a famiy ars
invited, svoid using the phrase ‘and |
iy." You want each person to feel ihe
vitatinn is meant especially for e
the inner emvelope, Include the AEME &
epch child inviked: .

guest twio weeks before the wedding. call
and check, When each invilation 2 ac-
counted for, tell your catersr how many
guests o expect.

Formel announcements, created in
the style of your invitafion, should be
misiled the day of the wedding of imrmedi-
ahely allerwiard if vou plan ko send them.
Azk a bridesmald ar famity memibsr o do
this if you don't heve time.

- KEEFING TRACK

As soon as your invitations are sent,
youl begin receiving calls and notes
from quesis, saying they can hardly wait.
Prompily record who's coming, and who
won'l be able to atbend, Alow space in
¥our filing systern b0 describe gifts re-
Coivad, amd make a notation when a
thank-vou note is sent.

SPECIAL ENCLOSURES

i Enclosures are printed in he same
) svle a5 the invilation itself, Al-home
cards mey e enclosed with formel In-
vhatlons, but are usually sent with an-
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nouncemeants. These are small cands
infceming evaryone of your e address
and the dale youll be mady 1o recahe
rrexd and vigiors there.

Ceramany cards ars sent if there's 8
chenca thatl uninvited parsons may fry
to attend, or if the wedding is held in a
public or historic place. Engraved cards
rmay b ancosed with the imatatons, o
b presented at the door for admittance.
For other typas of enclosures you may
wish to ask your printer, stabienar or wed-
ding consultant,

WEDDING PROGRAMS

A program s ectramely halpful in
guiding your guests through the caremd-
ny and ie & wonderful memeanto of pour
wadding. |t provides vilal informalion and
might b an elaborate booklet, & calligre-
phy-ingcribed scoll, o & pregrinted wed-
ding bullelin with your wedding serice
photocopied inside.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mormally, anmouncements are  nod
mailed 1o amons who has baen Invited
te the wedding. Bul they may go out af-
ter an infimate cersmony for family anly,
giter an alopament, or a wadding so far
away {hat many pesope ould mol altend.
Business associales with whom the cou-
pla work day-to-day might also recsive
announcements. (Remsmber, no one
recening an announcemant need foeel
obligated to sand o gill.)

Frinding and paper for the announca-
rrenls are he same as for Invitations.
Apnouncements should be addressed
like imvitations and, whenawar possibhe,
mailed cut immesdialely after (he cor-
BTy

S0 many people will make your
wedding-day dreams come  brue:
wour family, friends, co-workers and
wedding professionals. What better
way to gingle them out for their hard
work than to sand a heart-felt “thank

WOl
Choose formal thank-you noltas

for both of you, since your grooms will
be writing thank-you cards as wall.
Your note paper may be engraved
with your new address, in which case
you could use it after the wedding.
City and siate names are printed out
in full with no abbreviation. A strest
numbar may be spelled out or shown
in numerals, Stationery imprinted
with your married name or initisls is
never used untl after the wedding.

Ona firal, important reminder to
help your wedding run smocthly:
make sure each pece mailed has
sufficient postage. It would be femri-
bly embarrassing il youwr imvitations
and thank-you notes were returned
by the post offical «



