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‘__1_':)'; with every aspect of planning
a wedding, taditicnal guidelines exist for
waording, paper and engraving of wedding
invitations and armomoements, Many
couples, howaver, come up with infarmal
and creabve vanadions

& wery farmal wedding still commands
thr usa of very proper wording angransed
on ihick, creamy paper. A less formal
oelnbration might call for pastel ink on
parchment

THE GUEST LIST
Aftar you've decded on a budget

and the number of guests o invile, ask
you fiannceé and his family 1o make up
their sl Led fhem know haw many you
hoge fhey'll nvite. Mormally, each Tamdy
imwiles half the guesis. Analther option: di-
vide the guest list irio fhree sections. The
proam's family, be bride's family and the
bridal couple each invite a third, s anbe
of thumb, sxpect akoul three-fourihs of
those invited to atiend.

Invitations should be sent 1o your
wedding officiard and spouse, your hi
ancéd’s immediate family, and members
of your wedding party and their panenis.

Computer Creations — For Invitation-0nly Evenls
Specializing in Addressing, Inssring, and Mailing
DFW, 214904 8455

BE www.brideandgroom.com

You are not obligated o invite compans
inns for single friends on your kst

If you do wish 1o invike the friend
or fiancé of a single guest, ask for hat
persan's name and addess and send
a separate invilation. IF the couple Iees
fogether, mail a joint insitalion, as you
windd for a marnad couple,

While drawing up your inwtasion list,
put topather wour anncuncemant list,
if wou g planning to sand anPnownca-
menis, This lisi should include acquain-
tances not invied & the wadding with
whoem you wish io shame the good naws,
Meither an invitaion ror announcement
requiras a gift — feed free o send them
W evaryona, Order about 50 axira enva-
Inpas io allow for addressing misiakes,

PAPER AND PRINTING

While handwritien invitations are ap-
propriate for a small ceramony — S0
guasis or less — for a larger wedding,
you'll want prinied inviations. A classic
fgrmal invitation & prinled or engraved
an tha top page of a faldad shaat af while
ar off-white papar. &4 small inmar anva-
lope, vngummead and unsealed, enclos-
a5 tha invitation or announcament, This
is placad inside & kargar envelope which
is addrassad and siamped

Add a personal fouch fo your invita-
mons using franslucent or shiny papar,
colorad ink or 3 spacial border, | you
salect oolorad ink, usa tha same shade
o address the envalopes. Selach soma-
ong wilth beautiful handwriting, parhaps
a professional calligrapher, o address
anealopas or writa invitations,

Crder imvitations and announcaments
at laast thmae months bafore the wed-
ding to aliow tma for printing, eddrassing
and madling. Engraving may taka kongar.
Have the anvelopas delivared earty far
addrassing ahead of tima,

ADDRESSING

Compose & mastar list on index
cards; make sura @l names and titles ana
spebad coreclly. Address all mvitabors
by hand, im blue or back Ink; never usa
A COmputer.

The only aboreviations used ara Mr.,
Mrs., Ms. and Jr. Most elecied officials
are addressed g5 The Honomable, the

clergy as The Reverend Father, Paslar or
Rahbi; and high-ranking rmililary person-
nel & Commander, Colone], sl & sngks
woran, even a child, s addressed as
Mizs or Ms. Yeung bays are addressed
a% Masler. Try 1o avoid nicknames ar in-
liaks. Spel oul streeis, cliss and siales in
full, and dan'l Torgel g codes,

W several members of a family ane
invited, avoid using the phrase “and fam-
iy, Yaw wanl each persen (o f2al 1hea in-
vilalion is meant aspecially Tar them. On
b inner evvelopa, include (e name of
each child nvited:

Wir, and Mrs. Jones
Faale, Malthaw, ard Sva

Acdull members of a family should
rec@hve separale invitalions, whelber o
nal they lwe with their parents. Send ane
jaint mvitation to two brothers or ftwo sis-
lers lving at the same address.

Invitatmans shaukd Be maled four B2 5ix
weeks before the ceremaony. Two months
s courteous if you plan bz marry during
the holidays.

llow people fme o consider your
nvitation and word their replies, Depend-
ing upon the fomality of your insitation,
thery'll respond with formal written accep-
Iancas or regrats, informal noles, phanse
calls or response cards,

i you haven't had & respanse from a
guest baa waeks bafore the wadding., ol
and check. When each invilalion is acs
counted for, el your caterar how many
guests o mpact.

Formal anrouncemends, created n
the shle of your invitalion, shoud be
mailed the day of the wedding or immed-
asly aftareard if you plan to send them,
Fighk a bridesmaid or family memzer o do
thits if wou don't have e,

KEEPING TRACK

&5 500N ms your invilations ang san,
wou!'ll begin receiving calls and notes
from guests, saying they can hardly wail
Frompsty racord who's coming, and wha
won't be able to atlend, Alkpyw space in
your fling system to describe gifts re-
ceived, and make a no@tion when a
thank-you nata is sent,

SPECIAL ENCLOSURES

Enclosures ame printed in the same
shyle as the inwiation isel, At-home
cards may be anclosad with formal in-
vitations, but are usually sant with an-
nouncamenis, Thesa ame small cards
informing everyore of your new address
and the date you'll be ready o recedss
mail and visiors thama,

Ceremaony cards are sand if thera's a
chance thetl uninvited parsons may iy

lo altend, ar il the wedding is hald in &
public or historic plece Engraved cards
may be andosad wilh the invitaians, o
e prasented al the door for ademitlance.
For alher lypes of anclosures pol may
wish o ask your printer, slalioner or wed-
ding consultarl.
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WEDDING PROGRAMS

& program is extremeby helpful in
guiding your guests through the ceremp-
my and is a wanderful memenio of your
wdding. it prowides vital information and
might b an elaboraie bonkled, a calligra-
phy-inscribed scroll, or a preprinied wed-
ding bulletin with your wedding service
pholocopied inside,

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mormaly, announcemants ang  not
malad 1o anyone wha has bean invited
ta the wadding, But they may go ous af-
ter an mtimate ceremony for famiy anty,
after an slopemant. or & wadding so far
aweay that many peopha oould not athend
Business associaies with whom the cou-
phe work dav-io-day might also receie
announcements. (Remember, no ong
rgcaiving an announcement need fes
obligated to send a gif. )

Printing ang paper for the announce-
ments Gra e same &5 for iniations.
announcemants should be addmssed
like irvilations and, whenavar possibla,
meded out immadistely after the cer-
EETRHTY.*

Fizerkle Yoo Nides

So many people will make your
wedding-day dreams come rue
your family, friends, co-workers and
wedding professionals. What betber
way 1o singke them ot for their hard
work than ia send a heart-felt “thank

yoL.

Choose formal thank-you notes
for bath of you, since your groam will
ba wriling thank-you cards as well.
Your note paper may be engraved
with yowr new address, in which cass
you could use it afler the wedding,
City and state names are printed out
in full with no abbreviation, A street
number may be spelled out or shown
in nurmerals. Stationery  mponted
with wour married name or initials s
never used until after the wedding.,

One final, imgortant reminder to
halp your wadding run smoothly:
make sure each plece malled has
sufficient postage. it would be lami-
bly embarrassing i your invitabions
and thank-you notes were raiumed
by the post office! -



